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Conference Chair’s Message…
by Leah van Belle, MRA Conference Chair 2021-2022
Literacy Equity, Justice, and Building Beloved Community: An Invitation to
Share Your Story at MRA’s 66th Annual Conference
This year’s Michigan Reading Association Annual Conference — Literacy
Equity, Justice, and Building Beloved Community — will be MRA's sixtysixth, and we are looking forward to gathering with you in Lansing, March
11-14, 2022.
The new year, 2022 will also be 66 years after the Clinton 12 made history
as the first African American students to register for and attend an all-White
school in the United States following the Brown v. Board ruling of 1954. On
Leah van Belle
August 26, 1954, they began their journey toward integration. Those twelve
students were only able to attend school for one day before the Ku Klux Klan,
White supremacist rioting, and death threats led to the closing of their school until December of that year.
Alongside the Little Rock Nine's and Ruby Bridges’ integration of schools, in 1957 and 1960, respectively,
the Clinton 12 made history in the collective struggle for educational equity.
The struggle for equity and justice in literacy education continues, with grossly inequitable access to
literacy learning and resources across the nation and within our state. We have only to look at racial,
ethnic, linguistic, and socioeconomic disparities in M-STEP scores, “Read By Grade Three” retention
recommendations, and SAT scores to see these inequalities evidenced. As we collectively work toward
more just literacy teaching and learning, we can serve an important role in building Beloved Community,
a concept grounded in the work of Rev. Josiah Royce and Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.:
Dr. King’s Beloved Community is a global vision, in which all people can share in the wealth of the
earth. In the Beloved Community, poverty, hunger and homelessness will not be tolerated because
international standards of human decency will not allow it. Racism and all forms of discrimination,
bigotry and prejudice will be replaced by an all-inclusive spirit of sisterhood and brotherhood. In
the Beloved Community, international disputes will be resolved by peaceful conflict-resolution
and reconciliation of adversaries, instead of military power. Love and trust will triumph over fear
and hatred. (https://thekingcenter.org)
The 2022 Annual MRA Conference will be a powerful opportunity for us to come together and continue
growing our knowledge, skills, and tools to build toward a more equitable and just literacy education for
all students. Literacy educators like you from across Michigan have such a tremendous wealth of expertise
to share. To that end, we hope that you will consider sharing your work, passion, and lived experiences by
presenting at the conference.
Some of the engaging strands we seek to offer include:
• Community and Family Literacy Through Assets Lenses
• Culturally Relevant and Sustaining Literacy
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•
•

Diverse Literature for Children and Young Adults
Evidence-Based Reading / Science of Reading for Equity
Exceptional Learners Through Assets Lenses
Healthy Readers: Social-Emotional Learning and Wellness Through Assets Lenses
Literacy Coaching and Leadership for Equity and Justice
Literacy Educator Preparation for Equitable Education
Literacy Policy for Equity and Justice
Multilingual and Multidialectal Literacy Through Assets Lenses
Writing for Equity and Justice

Proposals should align strongly with the conference theme and must be received via MRA's online proposal
system no later than September 30, 2021 at midnight. For more details on submitting a proposal, please
www.michiganreading.org
See you in Lansing in March!
In solidarity,
Leah
Dr. Leah van Belle serves as the Executive Director of 313Reads and brings a deep commitment to
supporting literacy access, equity, and justice for our children, and building inclusive partnerships as key
levers in the work. A proud Detroiter and first-generation high school and college graduate, Leah holds a
Ph.D. in Educational Studies—Literacy, Language, and Culture from the University of Michigan. She is
a member of the Early Literacy Task Force of Michigan and serves as the President-Elect of the Michigan
Reading Association.
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